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I ntroduction

This Advent 2005 Small Faith-Sharing Group Reflection Guide is prepared for small faith-
sharing group membe s in Catholic parishes and communities. The Reflection Guide combines
Cycle B readings of the Sunday Lectionary with meditations, reflection questions and the
Objectives from the Personal Mandate of Spreading the Holy Fire: A Plan for Catholics
Evangelizing in the Archdiocese of Chicago (available on-line at www.goingforth.org)

This Season of Advent marks the beginning of anew liturgical year. This Season and new year
“begin with the end in mind: God is coming. Our responsihility isto be avake, ready and alert to
both God’ s ongoing presence and God’ s new arrival in our lives.

Each week of Advent offers the grace to gather with other disciples of Christ. Aswe encounter
Jesusin anew way, we grow to believe more deeply in Him. Our shared experience and belief
empower usto share our faith with others. Together, we take our deepened belief into personal
relationships in family, friends, the workplace our parish, neighborhoods and nation to
transformthe world into God’ s Reign: akinder, better, more loving place. Believe, share,
transform: thisiswhat it means to be adisciple of Jesus, to be a Catholic, and to evangelize.

Asamember of asmall faith-sharing group, you will gather weekly with othersto grow in faith.
Be open to the process of growth that comes from sharing. Be open to the gft of holiness. Take
responsibility for your own participation and encourage others to take part. The entire group
benefits and grows together. As a small group member, please follow these guidelines:

Prepare Get ready for the meetings by reading the Scriptures and reflection
material before the meeting.

Participate Pray. Read the Scriptures when asked. Respond aloud to the reflection
questions. However, you may choose to "pass’ at any time without
explanation.

Pray Pray for thegroup leader, the other members of the group and for yoursdf
between meetingtimes.

Be Present Attend all meetings unless pressing circumstances prevent it.

Be Personal Talk about your own experience and share your own thoughts about how

God speaks to you through the Scripture. Listento the stories of othersin
the group and refrain from giving advice.

Be Confidential What is shared in the group stays in the group. Realize that some areas
may be too sensitive for people to respond to the faith-sharing questions or
share an insight.

Be Gentle If differences of opinion arise, respect those differences. Thereare as
many ways to experience God’ s presence as there are peope. We areall
growing and on the journey together. Make the effort to understand
another’ s viewpoint by being tender and kind. (Ephesians 4:15).

May this Advent be a rich experience of God’s love that leads you to share that |ove with others.

Advent 2005 Small Faith-Sharing Group Reflection Guide, Cycle B
Offered through the Office for Evangelization, Archdiocese of Chicago, Chicago, IL  Page 1 of 8



CycleB The Gospel of Mark
Insights on Evangelization

The Scripture readings for the 2005-2006 Liturgical Y ear are from Cycle B of the Sunday
Lectionary. In Cycle B, Sunday liturgies drawv their Gospel readings from Mark.

Author/Audience

The Gospel of Mark is believed to be the earliest of the four written Gospels. The authorship of
the Gospel is uncertain. Traditionally it has been assigned to John Mark, who was a cousin of
Barnabas and an early disciple in the Christian community. John Mark accompanied Paul and
Barnabas on their missionary journeys. Modern research proposes that the author may have been
aHéllenistic Jewish Christian from Syria. Scripture scholars believe that the Gospel was written
to the Gentiles, who did not know Jewish customs and traditions. The timing suggests that the
Gospel was written to help disciples endure with their faith during atime of persecution.
Scholars estimate that the Gospel of Mark was written around the year 70 AD.

Message and Themes

Mark’s Gospel is the shortest of the four Gospels. Mark tells avivid and dynamic story about
Jesus' life, teaching and actions. The pace of the story is urgent and calls the reader to make a
decision to act without hesitation. The Gospel of Mark gets right to the paint. The opening verse
states that thisis the Good News of Jesus Christ, Son of God. Peter confesses Jesus as Messiah
in response to Jesus question (Mark 8:29), “Who do you say that | am?’ (It’s not about what
others say, it's about what we say.) The accounts of Jesus' dramatic healing and exorcisms show
God' s powerful activity breaking into human history to bring freedom from sin and death. The
center of Jesus' saving activity isthe cross - the heart of Jesus' mission and work. Mark shows
that Jesus' disciples play an important role in the story. The disciples are present in amost every
scene of Mark’s Gospel. The first disciples are called to follow him right away (after only 16
verses into the Gospel!)

How the Gospel of Mark Relates to Evangelizing
Asin Mark’s Gospel, we are disciples of Jesus, who calls us to an important role in announcing
the gospdl in our times. Reflect upon these key insights from M ark’ s Gospel for evangel izing:

Commit: In Chapter 1, verse 16 of Mark’s Gospel, the first disciples were called to follow
Jesus. They responded immediately. How do | respond and commit to follow
Jesusto become a*“fisher of people?”’

Believe: In Chapter 8, varse 29, Jeaus asked His disdples “Whodo you say that | am?”
Peter responded, “Y ou are the Messiah.” How do | confess Jesus and grow in my
relationship with Him?

Share: In Chapter 15, verse 39, the Roman centurion witnessed how Jesus died on the
cross and proclaimed, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” How does my life
give witness so thet “outsiders’ come to see God's love for them?

Transform:  In Chapter 6, verse 7, Jesus sent the Twelve on amission to preach repentance
and to bring healing and deliverance to people. They went and did it. How does
my activity to “go, live my faith” bring healing and deliverance to others?

Source: Fr. Donald Senior, C.P. and Pheme Perkins, Gospel of Mark, Reading Guide, The Catholic Study Bible, New
American Bible, Oxford Press, pages RG405-RG 417, pages 65-6 8. See these articles for more detail on this Gospel.
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Introduction to All Small Faith Sharing Sessions
PREPARE THE ENVIRONMENT

Optional: Prepare a small table and set up an Advent wreath with four candles for the Season of
Advent. Put a small basket or bowl in the center of the wreath. Y ou may select another symbol
and choose to enthrone a Bible. Have small note cards and pens available. Use this or another
centerpiece that symbolizes celebrating God’ s coming into our livesin a degper and new way
during this Season.

BECOME ACQUAINTED
Go around the group with each person sharing his or her hopes f or the meeti ng.

GATHER TOGETHER IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST

Leader: As we gather together, we recall how God has come into our lives this past week
and how God is present in our midst now.

After amoment of silence, ask the Holy Spirit to empower you and the group:

Come Holy Spirit,
Fill the hearts of all people with the fire of Your Love.
May all accept Your invitation to know and love Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Fill this Archdiocese with people who welcome

and invite others to share in the Catholic faith.

Fill our Cardinal, our bishops and priests, deacons and lay ministers
with wisdom and courage to live and

preach the Gospd of Jesus Christ.

Fill all parish and agency staff with Your power to

evangelize those whom they serve.

Fill all consecrated men and women and all lay people with the grace

to become and make disciples of Jesus through

prayer, work, and daily living.

May the holy fire of Your love transform our society according to the Gospel.

Come Holy Spirit! With the Father and the Son,
You are worshiped and glorified forever and ever. Amen.

EXTEND GOD’SINVITATION

On a notecard, write the name(s) of those whose lives may need the hope of a new Advent, a
new coming of God's Reign of love peace, and justice. Place the cards in the bowl or basket in
the middle of the Advent wreath.

REFLECT AND SHARE

For Advent, the Gospel readingsin Cycle B arefrom Mark, John and Luke. All give different
perspectives on this Season. Reflect on each question below in turn or use your own questions.
Allow group members, if they wish, to answer that question before the group moves on to the
next question.
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November 27, 2005 First Sunday of Advent

READ THE SCRIPTURES

Read the Sunday Scriptures out loud together. Afterward, mention which Scripture passage
touched you and why. What does the passage mean to you in your own life at this stage of your
personal spiritual journey?

1% Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7
2" Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel: Mark 13:33-37

Reflection on the Gospel Reading

The First Sunday of Advent sets the tone for the season: Jesusis coming. Today s Gospel
passage is short and to the point: Be alert! Watch! Jesus spoke to the disciples of His time (“what
| say to you,”) and to us as His disciples today (“1 sayto al.”) Jesus uses a parable of the Lord of
the house and his gatekeeper. The gatek eeper’ s order is to be awake and watch for his coming.
The Lord of the house gives him the responsibility to perform aduty (open the gate at the right
time) and holds him accountable. So, too, were Jesus’ disciplesto stay awake to serve Him when
He comes.

Reflection Questions:

Believe: As | begin this Advent season, what are some areas of my life that | want
Jesus to enter?

Share: As the Church begins the Advent season, what are some areas of our
family, parish or community life that | would like to see Jesus enter?

Transform:  Asthe world enters the Advent season, what are some areas that Jesus
needs to enter to bring about God’s Reign?

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER
Pray together for any petitions and any needs that you might have. Stand in adrcle together and
say the Our Father. Pray daily this week for the personon your right.

LEAVE TO EVANGELIZE YOUR WORLD
Reflect on your mission to grow deeper in your relationship with God. Be welcoming, offer
hospitality and work for transformation in your daily life. Suggestions for this coming week:

Believe: At least one day this week, go into your bedroom alone, shut the door to
the room, and open your closet door. Ask Jesus what’s hiding in the closet
of your lifethat He would like to heal .

Share: Open up the closet of your relationships and share the light of Jesus
message with afriend, neighbor, family member or coworker.

Transform: Contribute something that will open the doors of afood pantry, a
Christmas collection, or other person or organization in need to witness
God' s love working through you.

Advent 2005 Small Faith-Sharing Group Reflection Guide, Cycle B
Offered through the Office for Evangelization, Archdiocese of Chicago, Chicago, IL  Page4 of 8



December 4, 2005 Second Sunday of Advent

READ THE SCRIPTURES

Read the Sunday Scriptures out loud together. Afterward, mention which Scripture passage
touched you and why. What does the passage mean to you in your own life at this stage of your
personal spiritual journey?

1% Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
2" Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

Reflection on the Gospel Reading

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.” Mark’s Gospd starts dramaticdly
with this proclamation and moves directly into the gopearance of John the Baptist. Mark uses a
guote from the Prophet I saiah to introduce John as God’ s messenger. His mission: to prepare the
way of the Lord and make straight His paths. John appeared in the desert and preached
repentance - a change of heart through confessing sins and being baptized. John announced the
coming of Jesus, who would baptize with the Holy Spirit.

Reflection Questions:

Believe: How can | use this Advent to prepare the way of Jesus, making a
straight path for Himto enter my heart in a new way?

Share: How can | use this Advent to light the way of Jesus to show othe's
a straight path that Hemay enter into thar hearts?

Transform: How can | use this Advent to hasten the world to welcome the steps
of Jesus to enter into its brokenness and accept His healing and
peace?

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER
Pray together for any petitions and any needs that you might have. Stand in adrcle together and
say the Our Father. Pray daily this week for the personon your right.

LEAVE TO EVANGELIZE YOUR WORLD
Reflect on your mission to grow deeper in your relationship with God. Be welcoming, offer
hospitality and work for transformation in your daily life. Suggestions for this coming week:

Believe: Inaquiet time sit in achair andtake a prayer walk in your mind. Ask
Jesus to walk with you and show you where He warts to baptize you with
His Spirit.

Share: Take a prayer walk around your home, in your neighborhoad, at amall, in

your workplace. Ask Jesus to walk with you and show you how to share
your faith in Him with these people. Follow the Spirit’s promptings.

Transform: Take aprayer walk in your heart. Find out what stirs you to bring more
peace, love and justice in the world. Follow through on one idea that you
receive.
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December 11, 2005 Third Sunday of Advent

READ THE SCRIPTURES

Read the Sunday Scriptures out loud together. Afterward, mention which Scripture passage
touched you and why. What does the passage mean to you in your own life at this stage of your
personal spiritual journey?

1% Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
2" Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

Reflection on the Gospel Reading

Today’ s Gospel comes from the Gospel of John and gives another perspedtive to the coming of
Jesus. Notice that this account of John’sGospel contains much symbolism: testimony, light,
identity. This passage focuses on the testimony (witness) of John. John came to testify to the
light. John was asked, “Who are you?” twice, “What are you?’, and “Why are you bapti zing?” In
all four answers, John pointed to someone else, not himself. John was not the Christ; John was
not the Prophet; John cried out to “make straight the way of the Lord”; John baptized for
Someone greater Who would come after him. John’ s life and mission pointed to Jesus.

Reflection Questions:
Believe: Who has acted like “ John the Baptist” to me? Whose life and
testimony have shaped my faith? How?
Share: How has the light of my life shone to testify to Jesus? How can it
now?
Transform: How do my actions “ baptize the world with wate™” to prepareit to

experience the light of Jesusin a new way?

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER
Pray together for any petitions and any needs that you might have. Stand in adrcle together and
say the Our Father. Pray daily this week for the personon your right.

LEAVE TO EVANGELIZE YOUR WORLD
Reflect on your mission to grow deeper in your relationship with God. Be welcoming, offer
hospitality and work for transformation in your daily life. Suggestions for this coming week:

Believe: Each day thisweek, in praye, recommit yourself by renewing your
baptismal vows. (See page 8 of this Guide.)

Share: Hang a string of Christmas lights outside your living space. Then, do
something to bring the light of Jesus to those in your family or parish
through kind words and deeds.

Transform: Share the light of Jesus' presence. There are many opportunities for good
deeds at thistime of year. Choose severa and do one each day.
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December 18, 2005 Fourth Sunday of Advent

READ THE SCRIPTURES

Read the Sunday Scriptures out loud together. Afterward, mention which Scripture passage
touched you and why. What does the passage mean to you in your own life at this stage of your
personal spiritual journey?

1% Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,144, 16
2" Reading: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

Reflection on the Gospel Reading

Today’ s reading from the Gospel of Luke tells the story of the Annunciation of Jesus' birth. The
Gospel of Lukeoffersathird perspective on the coming of Jesus. God sent the angel Géabriel to
announce the birth of Jesus. Jesus' destiny will be to rule on the throne of David forever, in a
kingdom that would have no end. Mary asked how this would be done, since she was avirgin
and was told that God’ s power would bring it about. Mary accepted God's invitation with the
words, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done according to your word.”

Reflection Questions:

Bdieve: As this Season of Advent closes, what new life has God’ s Word
conceived in my faith life?

Share: As this Season of Advent closes, what signs of new birth have |
seen in the faith of those with whom | am sharing my faith?

Transform: As this Season of Advent closes, what am | resolved to do to bring
about newness of life - a new transformation in the world?

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER
Pray together for any petitions and any needs that you might have. Stand in adrcle together and
say the Our Father. Pray daily this week for the personon your right.

LEAVE TO EVANGELIZE YOUR WORLD
Reflect on your mission to grow deeper in your relationship with God. Be welcoming, offer
hospitality and work for transformation in your daily life. Suggestions for this coming week:

Believe: Pray with Mary this week. Ask to be a“handmaid of the Lord” to let
God's Word seep into you and bring about new life.

Share: Make a specia dfort to reach out in joy, loveand generosity to those with
unexpected, unwanted or challenging pregnancies or children.

Transform: Christmas is next Sunday. Make this week and Christmas day the most
transforming days that you can for your family, friends, neighbors, and
yes - eventhose who are “ enemies.” Cooperae with God to bringforth
new life.
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Afterword

Renewal of Baptismal Vows/ Profession of Faith

I reject sin so as to live in the freedom of God's children.

I reject the glamour of evil and refuse to be mastered by sin.

I reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord, who was born of
the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died and was buried, rose from the
dead and is now seated with the Father.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the dead

and life everlasting.

Comments are Welcome

Thank you for participating in these small faith-sharing group sessions, reflecting on Scripture in the light of
evangelization. By virtue of baptism, everyone is called to evangelize. If you are interested in working in
evangelization in a greater way, ask your pastor about joining a Parish Evangelization Team or participating
in an outreach ministry at your parish.

The Office for Evangelization would appreciate your comments, experiences, thoughts and ideas on what you
or your group has learned through the small-faith sharing process. You may write, call, fax or e-mail
comments to:

Rev. Joseph Kruszynski, OFM Conv.
Director, Office for Evangelization
Archdiocese of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, IL 60611
Voice: (312) 751-5353
Fax: (312) 751-7884
Jkruszynski@archchicago.org

About the Author

Dave Pipitone is an active Roman Catholic who is husband to Cheryl, and father to Emily. He has
participated in and led small faith sharing groups, authored faith-sharing materials for the Archdiocese of
Chicago, wrote the reflection questions for Spreading the Holy Fire: A Plan for Catholics Evangelizing in the
Archdiocese of Chicago and has contributed to Disciples in Prayer (Oregon Catholic Press.) Dave serves as
an ad hoc member of the Advisory Committee for the Office for Evangelization of the Archdiocese. He is a
2003 graduate of the Chicago Catholic Scripture School offered through the Office of Catechesis of the
Archdiocese of Chicago.

© 2005 Dave Pipitone. Unlimited photocopying is allowed for Catholic parishes, religious institutes and organizations that belong to and serve
the Archdiocese of Chicago. Other Catholic organizations wishing to use this Guide may do so; a donation to the Office for Evangelization is
appreciated.
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PERSONAL OBJECTIVE FOUR: TRANSFORM

Each Catholic will participate in the transformation of society and culture by living and

proclaiming the Gospel of Life.

Strategies

Develop a deeper gratitude and practice of sacrifi-
cial love in families to mirror the love of Christ and
strengthen the domestic church. (Resource: Follow
the Way of Love: A Pastoral Message of the U.S.
Catholic Bishops to Families)

Seek out opportunities to witness to Christ
through social programs and church-sponsored
outreach ministries. (Resources: Everyday
Christianity: To Hunger and Thirst for Justice and In All
Things Charity: A Pastoral Challenge for the New
Millennium, U.S. Catholic Bishops)

Exercise political rights in accord with Gospel and
Catholic values by voting, campaigning, and
becoming involved in the political process to shape
a political environment based on Gospel values of
respect for the dignity of the human person.
(Resources: Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to
America’s Catholics and Faithful Citizenship by the U.S.
Catholic Bishops)

Discern and practice the wise use of those
contemporary media which affirm human life and
Gospel values, including reading materials and
viewing programs that are in accord with Catholic
values and beliefs. (Resources: Family Guide for Using the
Media, Your Family and Cyberspace, Civility in Media, Renewing
the Mind of the Media, Family Guide for Using the Media,
U.S. Catholic Bishops)

Develop an appreciation of the arts and their
messages in order to hear the signs of the times
and discern the Holy Spirit’s voice calling for
transformation.

tion

To whom does it apply?

* Develop and practice a spirituality of work so that
all employers and employees are transformed by
just labor relationships.

* Practice faith by witnessing to the Gospel in all
areas of your daily life including family, neighbor-
hood, workplace, politics, the arts, the sciences,
media, and other areas.

* Work in your neighborhood, parish, and home to
foster cultural diversity and racial justice.

* Be involved in parish and local service groups in
your neighborhood which serve the needs of the
neighborhood.

» Study and reflect upon the social teachings of the
Church.

Visible Signs

* Individual Catholics are involved in putting into
practice the social teachings of the Church.

* Persons are transformed in their personal lives as
they are affected by the power of the Gospel.

* People everywhere recognize the transforming
presence of Jesus in the workplace, neighborhood,
parish, and home in the quality of human
relationships.

I. Of what importance is the Personal Mandate?
2. Where and how do individuals achieve the strategies to commit,
believe, share, and transform society? What resources do they need?

3. What visible signs appeal the most to you? Why?

DQUESTIONS



	Afterword - Advent Materials.pdf
	Page 1

	Afterword - Advent Materials.pdf
	Page 1

	The Personal Mandate.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4




